CHAPTER XII THE BALANCE
THE treaty system of old Europe was built on a morass. Each lured the other on, watched till at last he touched the forbidden fruit, then cried: "The robber has violated the legal frontier; help!" As Christian morality forbade any aggression, self-defence alone could be shown as the motive; and therefore each group waited for aggression from the enemy, to enforce the casus foederis. What profoundly ironical truth, when the Prussian Minister in Munich, questioned respecting the casus foederis 9 wrote: "The small number of persons who are familiar with the treaty appear to interpret it differently" But even apart from alliances, the peoples themselves, and above all the lowest classes, who had to fight and suffer the war in all its reality, could be roused only by the conviction that they were victims of aggression. So each sought to construe the other's conduct as such. They might have stood under arms for weeks, confronting one another, and given the watching world time to speak the decisive word of unarmed reason.
But the will of the Generals leaped across like an invisible spark from the recesses of their palaces in the Capitals to the front posts, where already men were stamping impatiently, eager to open the drama. Everywhere there were patrols of from five to twenty men prowling along the frontiers. A certain number of,the "frontier violations" on which most of the declarations of war based their "casus foederis" were therefore genuine; what was invented sounded plausible, and might become truth an hour later. It is an idle waste of time to decide the conflict of those documents, with which each side sought after the event to prove its own innocence. The only important things are the intentions of the leaders
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